Week 1 - Needs and Wants
6th Grade – 8th Grade Education
April is National Financial Literacy Month, which is designed to create awareness
about the importance of personal financial education. Over the next 4 weeks, we
will be exploring different financial education topics with specific age-minded
activities and links, designed for your use at home.
This week’s topic is Needs and Wants. The activities provided in this document
will allow children to explore the difference between a need and a want. Students
should understand that people often want much more than they need. As a
result, people must make choices about what they truly need and what they can
afford.
Included in this document are activities that you can do with or without your
children to teach them the difference between a need and a want.
Need: Something that is required to live (food, water, shelter, clothing)
Want: Something we would like to have (bike, iPad, candy etc.)
A-Z List
Instructions: Have your student(s) write all 26 letters of the alphabet down two
sheets of paper. One sheet will be for Needs and the other for Wants. Have them
start with the Need sheet and write a need for every letter of the alphabet and
then do the same for the Want worksheet. To make this a bit more challenging,
have them do one list at a time and keep track of their time. Ask them which list
was easier and why. Use this activity to discuss the difference between a need
and a want.

Wants and Needs

Name

Want vs. Need
A need is something that you must have in order to live a
safe and healthy life. Some examples of needs are food,
shelter, water, clothes, and medicine.
A want is something that you and your family spends money on, and
enjoys, but which you do not need. Some examples of wants are
cable television, cell phones, toys and books.
1. Think of three needs that you have ever day. Write down each
need. Then describe how each is being met.
1.

2.

3.

2. Think of three things that you want right now. Write down each
want. Why is each a want, and not a need?
1.

2.

3.
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